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Press Release

Redevelopment of Audley Health Centre

For some years Dr Page and Partners and the local health services have been trying to replace Audley Health Centre to support the increasing services that have been developed there. To date they have not been successful. However, they and Newcastle-under-Lyme PCT are now looking to use the North Staffordshire LIFT Programme to create new premises in the village.

Originally they were expecting to build the new premises on the existing site though it was recognised that this approach had problems because the site is restricted in size, has a number of planning constraints on it because of its location and would mean that the services had to move away from the site whilst the new building was being constructed and there would be no room to expand the building in future. However, no alternative sites were available.

Since the initial plans were drawn up the possibility has arisen for the development to take place on the present Community Centre site potentially bringing together a number of community activities together in one area. This approach has been supported by County and District Councillors and representatives of the Community Centre committee following a number of discussions. In parallel, we have had to explore the realities of developing there given the existence of buildings in the conservation area and the adjacent sites. Having done some work it now seems that this site could be pursued as an option.

Newcastle-under-Lyme PCT is now taking the proposals forward to explore how the development of the new health centre on this site could lead to improvements to overall community facilities. 

Director of Service Development, Jane Tipping said  “The availability of this option means that not only can we increase the variety of services available to people in the Audley area but also that we can guarantee that there is space available for future developments. We look forward to working with the community to develop other services in the area”

Chairman of the Community Centre, Robert Edwards said ”We believe that this project is exciting with its aim of bringing all healthcare facilities for the village into one central place. The Committee will be working with the PCT to ensure that those community projects now on site will be well catered for in future. We trust that this will give assurance to the present tenants about their future. We are glad to be of assistance to the PCT in helping them to reach their goal and will do all we can to help for the benefit of the village as a whole.”

Dr Richard Page, Senior Partner said. “ We have been waiting for this development for some years and at last LIFT can give us the opportunity to improve our services. We are looking forward to working with local people and the private sector partner to get the new premises that are desperately needed.”

Note to Editors

· The North Staffordshire LIFT Programme is a means of increasing investment in primary and community care premises in the area. The local PCTs are in the course of appointing a private sector partner to work with them to deliver the schemes with the expectation of investing £30m over the next two years. Newcastle PCT is also developing schemes for Cross Heath and Talke Pits as part of the programme.
· In addition to the full range of GP services which will include the employment of additional GPs in the practice the health centre will provide chiropody, physiotherapy, minor operations, speech and language therapy, outpatient accommodation. There will also be space to enable undergraduate and postgraduate medical teaching in conjunction with the new medical school as well as training for other professionals.

For further information contact Simon Priestley, Project Director North Staffordshire LIFT Programme on 01782 298050

